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Excisions: 


Not Applicable 
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Not Applicable 


Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The magazine Private 135 is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
the age of 18 years. 

The magazine is devoted to explicit depictions of sexual activity between women and men. It was 
submitted to the Office of Film and Literature Classification (Classification Office) by the New 
Zealand Customs Service for reconsideration of its classification. The Indecent Publications 
Tribunal originally classified the magazine as unconditionally indecent (IPT 90—48, registered 13 
September 1990). In reconsidering the magazine, the Classification Office has taken into account 
changes in the level of public acceptance of depictions of sexual activity intended for an adult 
market. The magazine's presentation of sexual activity is moderately degrading, dehumanising and 
demeaning. These elements are not present to such an extent that the magazine is objectionable. 
However, the magazine would be likely to be injurious to the public good if it was made available 
to children and young persons, who do not have the maturity and experience required to place the 
magazine's content within the fantasy context intended. 

The right to freedom of expression set out in sl4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 has 
been considered. Given the explicit nature of the magazine's content and the presence of 
degrading, dehumanising and demeaning elements, a restriction to adult readers is reasonable, 
demonstrably justified, and the minimum required to prevent injury to the public good. 
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